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Back to the Future of Panshanger Park 15th May 2015 

 Having ordered sunshine for May 15th, we should have a 

perfect day in which to explore the various aspects of 

Panshanger Park. In the morning there will be talks on the 

history, wildlife, photography, and the future of the country 

park. There’s an exciting array of knowledgeable speak-

ers: Anne Rowe, Philip Sheail, Peter Oakenfull, Dennis 

Preston and Gary O’Leary as well as coffee to keep us 

entertained till our lunch (provided) at Mayflower Place. 

A post-prandial hike round the park with our guides will take in many of the sites (and 

sights) mentioned in the morning, including the Panshanger Oak and the Orangery com-

plex. 

Booking is now open and tickets are available at £20 for the day including coffee and lunch. 

See attached flyer or email friendsofpanshangerpark@gmail.com. Further details on the 

day from hertstalks@gmail.com  

Peoples Anniversary Walk – 31st March 2015 

 On 31st March 2014, the opening day of Country Park East. 100 

walkers set off from Hertingfordbury on our Peoples Walk into the 

long overdue Country Park. The opened eastern end of the Park 

has been much welcomed and enjoyed by thousands since then. 

However there are huge areas of the Park still to open. Areas 

which include some of its finest features such as the Broadwater 

and the Panshanger Great Oak. To show the concern of the local community with these continu-

ing and unnecessary delays. The Friends are holding the Peoples Anniversary Walk on Tuesday 

31st March 2015. Walkers will enter from all sides of the Park and meet at Riverside Cottage at 

11am. More details will follow on our website including routes and parking options. We will be 

joined by the Kate Ashbrook of the Open Spaces Society who celebrate their 150th anniversary 

in 2015. Kate is a long time campaigner for access rights and President of The Ramblers.  



Photography Competition 

Those who came to the FPP talk on the artist Spencer Gore will know how much he was in-

spired by the landscape of Panshanger Park. Not all of us are painters but we all have cameras, 

even if only on our phones. Dennis Preston will 

be giving an illustrat- ed  talk at the Panshanger 

Day on May  15th on photography in the park and 

will show us how to get the best out of our cameras. 

Following this the Friends will be running a 

competition, open to all, for photography in the park. 

Doesn't matter if you like old trees, rare ducks, land-

scape views or  people. We will be awarding prizes 

in several classes for the best and there will have an 

online exhibition. We hope this will become an 

annual event charting the development of the country park over time.  

Repton and the Broadwater  

Humphry Repton, like Capability Brown before him was very 

aware of the benefits, both aesthe�c and recrea�onal, provided 

by a body of water within sight of the house. His ’Before’ and 

‘A#er’ illustra�ons in his Red Book of 1799 obviously persuaded 

Earl Cowper that a Broadwater was just what he needed. It was 

begun under the watchful eye of Repton in July 1799. By March 

1800, Earl Cowper had paid £68 4s 3d ‘To removing Earth on 

the south side of the water altering and widening do. wheeling 

& spreading about the meadow and man a4ending Mr Repton’. 

By Michaelmas of that year it had cost the enormous sum of 

£2030 2s 1d(over 365,000 today). That was not the end of it, of course. Lakes need maintenance and Bill 

Wilcox was paid £77 13s 9d in 1809 for clearing out mudd from the lake on the south side of the island and 

pu<ng in a ditch. Another 3 days of work by the Biltons and ‘mudding’ in the upper part of the lake also 

took place. The autumn of 1809 was when the new Panshanger House was finished and inhabited -and 

flanked with new groves of trees  with the new lake spread out before it . 

 

Panshanger parkrun 

Panshanger parkrun was Initiated and launched in Oct 

2014 by the Friends of Panshanger Park with the support 

of Lafarge Tarmac. The Panshanger parkrun is a free, 

weekly, timed 5K run which starts and finishes at Thieves 

Lane car park. The same day you get your timed individu-

al result posted on the website. It has proved hugely pop-

ular with over 1,200 different people taking part and over 

200 runners and volunteers turning up every Saturday at 

9am. All ages and standards or runners and walkers are 

taking part. We have had youngsters of 5 up to veterans of 92, yes 92. If you want to try out the 

parkrun by running, volunteering or just coming along for a look and a coffee, see full details at: 

www.parkrun.org.uk/panshanger . 

The Broadwater as envisaged by 

Humphry Repton in his Red Book 



That Unfortunate Fence 

These before and after pictures aptly illus-

trate the impact of the "unfortunate" fence, 

that was erected in the historic Repton set-

ting of Panshanger Park. It has been built 

on the pretext of protecting wildlife from the 

public and it now blocks stunning views at 

an important entrance to the park. This 

fence was erected without consultation, 

without planning permission and is not nec-

essary to protect the wildlife. If proper con-

sultation had taken place, the outcome 

would not have endorsed this proposal, but 

something more sympathetic to the land-

scape and more useful for people in appreciating wildlife. The Friends have consulted with wild-

life experts and looked at national best practise. It is quite evident that a fence of this height is 

unnecessary. Wildlife is very resilient and very capable of self preservation without the need for 

a two metre high fence. It should be removed as soon as possible and the Friends will cam-

paigning vigorously for this.  

Panshanger Park and the 

River Mimram will feature 

in a current set of oils, 

watercolours and acrylics 

being worked on by local 

artist   David Stowe. This 

is part of  a long term pro-

ject by  David to capture 

changes across the Sea-

sons along with people 

and activities in the 

Panshanger setting.  

Guided Walks 

FPP leads guided walks which now 

take in the most compelling aspects of 

the western part of the park, as yet uno-

pened to general public access: the 

magnificent , ancient Panshanger Oak, 

the remains of the Orangery and Con-

servatory and the spectacular view 

across the valley from the site of the old 

house.  There is a walk every month so 

you don’t have to miss out., see our 

website for details. 

Open Access to the  Whole Park 

The east end of Panshanger Country Park, opened last year, has 

been welcomed and is being enjoyed by thousands of people each 

week. There are large additional areas of the Park which should 

now be open and include some of its finest features, such as the 

Broadwater, the Orangery and the Panshanger Great Oak. To show 

the concern of the local community with this continuing and unnec-

essary delay to full access across the whole Country Park, The 

Friends are holding the Peoples Anniversary Walk on Tuesday 31st 

March 2015, one year on from the initial opening, see page 1 for de-

tails. 

Art in the Park 

The Panshanger Great Oak, 

photographed  recently 


